
 

PRESS RELEASE 

Page 1 / 4 
DGNB offers sustainable procurement tools as part of EU project 

Stuttgart, 20.09.2020 
 

 

As part of its Green Deal, in 2020 the European Commission published a voluntary reporting 
framework for common EU indicators, called Level(s). The aim was to provide a basis for capturing 
building sustainability uniformly across Europe and raise general awareness. To promote this 
framework, particularly on a national level for use in building projects, eight green building councils, 
including the DGNB, were commissioned to take part in an EU-funded project called LIFE Level(s).  
 

DGNB offers sustainable procurement tools as 
part of EU project 
 
Following an initiative lasting three years, the EU-funded LIFE 
Level(s) project reaches completion in late September. Having 
played a central role in the project, the German Sustainable 
Building Council (DGNB e.V.) is making the results available 
through its website, offering both planning and procurement 
tools with emphasis on life cycle factors for use with 
construction projects. These tools are targeted at local 
authorities, project planners and architects, and the producers 
of building materials. In addition, tools have been developed to 
provide help with bringing different certification systems, such 
as the DGNB system, into harmony with the European Level(s) 
framework. The latter framework aims to create a common 
language and methodology for reporting the sustainability of 
buildings in Europe. As well as the DGNB, the LIFE Level(s) 
project involved seven other European green building councils.  
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Sustainability tools for sustainable procurement 
  
A key issue looked at for the project was how to integrate measures covered by the Levels(s) 
framework into the planning and procurement of building projects. “The value of public procurement in 
Germany stands at 500 billion euros. If contracts were not always awarded to the lowest bidder, but 
consistently based on sustainability criteria, this would be a tremendous point of leverage for more 
sustainable buildings,” says Dr. Anna Braune, Head of Research and Development at the DGNB.  
 
To ensure this potential is exploited, the DGNB has developed a handbook for sustainability-based 
planning and procurement. This offers a checklist to help local authorities determine where 
adjustments can be made to existing instruments in order to improve sustainability in buildings. 
Instruments are for example urban land-use planning or sustainable building guidelines. Similarly, 
planners can see how to add definition to the concept of sustainability when it comes to specific 
instruments applied to projects, such as demand planning, bidding processes and contracts.  
 
For example, in the area of climate protection it is recommended that products are evaluated using life 
cycle assessment methods in order to capture greenhouse gas emissions over entire life cycles. In 
addition to addressing climate protection, the handout also focuses on the life cycle cost method as a 
means of understanding long-term economic viability and evaluating air quality in order to create 
healthy indoor environments. “If the owners of public construction projects and the planners state quite 
clearly which features materials should come with, this has a guiding effect on the entire building 
industry,” says Braune.  
 
To make it easier to translate this concept into reality, the DGNB is providing local authorities and the 
manufacturers of building materials with a toolbox to accompany its handbook. This toolbox forms a 
link between different measures – such as raising awareness within the workforce, or integrating the 
aspect of sustainability into building projects or individual products – with specific tools for 
implementing such measures. Companies and local authorities can attach a declaration of intent to lay 
down individual priorities and make them binding.  
 
Certification to support the introduction of Level(s) 
 
To introduce Level(s) on a national level, the certification systems of various European institutions offer 
help. As well as allowing priorities to be set on a national level, along with weightings for the Level(s) 
indicators, these systems act as a point of quality assurance based on tried-and-tested benchmarks. 
Another area of focus of LIFE Level(s) was therefore to align the different certification systems and the 
Level(s) framework. To this end, a mapping and reporting tool was developed under the leadership of 
the DGNB.  
 
“The sooner all relevant institutions in the European building industry work together, the more 
discussion we will save ourselves in the future on the right methodology and wording,” says Braune. 
Accordingly, the DGNB was also involved in the development of the Level(s) framework and has 
integrated the contents into its certification system for new buildings. “We see our certification system 
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as a European system, and we make reference to all prevailing EU standards,” says Braune. "These 
include, for example, taxonomy criteria or measures relating to the circular economy – and now of 
course Level(s). This makes our systems robust and applicable throughout Europe and beyond.” In 
future, all revised versions of systems will also integrate Level(s) indicators. 
 
All results and tools have been made available by the DGNB here (in German): 
www.dgnb.de/lifelevels. For more information on this project, go to www.lifelevels.eu.  
 
The German Sustainable Building Council (DGNB e.V.) 
The DGNB German Sustainable Building Council was founded in 2007 and has around 1600 
members, making it Europe’s biggest network for sustainable building. The aim of the DGNB is to 
promote sustainability in the construction and real estate industry and instil awareness of building 
sustainability among the broader population. The DGNB is an independent non-profit organisation. Its 
certification system offers a planning and optimisation tool for evaluating sustainable buildings, 
interiors and districts. It was developed to help organisations enhance the tangible sustainability of 
construction projects. The DGNB system is based on the concept of holistic sustainability, placing 
equal emphasis on the environment, people and commercial viability. The DGNB Academy is an 
education and training platform that has already provided more than 7000 people from more than 45 
countries with official qualifications in sustainable building. 
 
Images available online at: www.dgnb.de/en/news/press-releases  
For general release – please send publication copies to the press office. 
 
 

 

NOTE: This project has received funding from LIFE Programme under the Grant Agreement number LIFE 18 
GIE/ES/000911 Life for LLL(s). 
 
 
DISCLAIMER: The European Commission's support for the production of this publication does not constitute an 
endorsement of the contents, which reflect the views only of the authors, and the Commission cannot be held 
responsible for any use which may be made of the information contained therein. 
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